108 A::c;

“Berkin
Premie

2
‘ﬁ_

“*Berlin Affair," a Uni-
Yyersal World Premiere
prc\cntatlon aired last
evening on NBC's \Tonda},
\1°ht at the Movies, is a
COm entional spy drmn
made diverting by well-
P hotographed authentic
Jocales, an -exceptionally
Htrong performance by
Darren McGavin and,
above 2all, by some very
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‘adroit direction by - Dawd '

:Lowcll Rich.

When & courier for West
(1@1man dope smuggling .
ving is found dead on a
Jonely beach somewhere,
the works of  his wateh
mysteriously missing, the
head of a Geneva-based
killer-for-hire hurcau
(¥ritz Weaver) sends for
McGavin, a professional
assasgin, to hunt down the
murderer (Brian Kelly), a
Jongtime friend. It's a dis-
tasteful assignment, but
McGavin s ooh“atcd to
Weaver for some pdbt fa-
\ox .

'! Plot Thickens .

. McGavin's mission lakes
Thim to West Berlin, where
the plot quickly thickens.
Besides Kelly he encoun-
ters the smugglers, Claude
Dauphin (whom Kelly is-
blackmailing) and Chris-
tian Roherts, whose {ront
an art gallery, and their
partner (Derren Neshitt),
who poses as a representa-
‘uve for a plasties fivin and
is-an art gallery, and their
19 Weaver's chent.

3 MceGavin  also meels—
and eventually falls in
love  with—-one of Dau-
phin's employes, Pascale
Petit, who happens to be
I\clly girl and is indebt-

K eg to h]m for getling her
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BERLIN AFFAIR'

An M5C presentation of & Universal

World Przmiere production. Producers
E Jack r.cuman, Paul Dsnnelly, Di-
rector David Lowell Rich, Telenlay
Peter Perduix, E. Jack Nauman; from
a story by Eliall West, Camera Mi-
chazl Marsaaleke Art dicector Hans
Jurgen Kisbach, Musle Francis Lal
Film editor Edward M. Abroms. Fea-
tyring Derran MicGavia, Frity Vieaver,
L Brian Kelly, Clayds Dauphln, Pascele
Potit, Christian Roeberls, Derrcn Nas-
bltt, Kathle Browns, rAzcian Celller,
Reinbard  Kaldzhoif, Heidl Hankam-

mar, Gida Schubert, Mznfred Nourer,
tsaball Ervans. Color, Alred Mon
day nizht et 9 p.m, on NBC,

‘parents’ out ‘of Rast 'Gér—
many. : -
On thc one hand "bcdm

Affair's” script seems deri-
vative of the John Le
Carre and Len Deighton
‘stories with their empha-
sis on the loneliness and
the obsessivencss of the
professional spy. On the
other, it has echoes of
Hitcheock in its aura of
glamor and in its romantic
entanglements.

Its main strength lies in

the depth of feeling Rich .

has been abhle to hring to
McGavin's decidedly fami-
lar dilemma of being torn
between love and duty. In
this he has heen aided by
Francis Loai's romantic
score and by the convie-
tion McGavin has hrought
to his role, that of a ploud
hard man taken by sur-
prise by his own emotions,

Miss Petit, unforfunate-
1y, i3 a rather nondescript
Turopean starlet type who

speaks very stilled JFmne

glish. (Karen Dor, 50 me-
mouble‘ in’ IHitcheock's
"Topaz,” would have
been perfect.) However,

I\eII), Weaver and the:

rest of the cast are fine.
Once agajn the very able

David Lowell Rich demon-
strates the virtue of taking

genre material - kezioubly
and wresting from it <tyle
d meamnff-
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